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mankind turned mostly on the rivalry between
these three protagonists and their successors.

Charles V was heir to several crowns. He ruled
Spain, the Netherlands, the "Kingdom of the Two
Sicilies, and important principalities in northern
Italy. He was elected Emperor of Germany.
He owned enormous oversea dominions in Africa;
and the two Americas soon became New Spain.
He governed each part of his European dominions
by a different title and under a different constitu-
tion. He had no fixed imperial capital, but moved
about from place to place, a legitimate sovereign
everywhere and, for the most part, a popular one
as well. It was his son Philip II who, failing of
election as Emperor, lived only in Spain, con-
centrated the machinery of government in Madrid,
and became so unpopular elsewhere. Charles
had been brought up in Flanders; he was genial
in the Flemish way; and he understood his various
states in the Netherlands, which furnished him
with one of his main sources of revenue. An-
other and much larger source of revenue poured
in its wealth to him later on, in rapidly increasing
volume, from North and South America.

Charles had inherited a long and bitter feud
with France about the Burgundian dominions on